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Opinion: Which Democratic _| Vixine Saca 
candidate can trump Trump? 


By: Emelia Richling 


Although there are 
nearly a dozen major Demo- 
cratic candidates in the race, the 
results from the Iowa caucus 
and New Hampshire primary 
narrowed the most likely Dem- 
ocratic candidates down to four. 

Even though many high 
school students won’t be able to 
vote in the next election, it is still important to under- 
stand the political atmosphere. In a few years, we will 
all have to vote like our rights depend on it. 

Understanding what each candidate believes 
can help determine which Democratic candidate can 
trump Trump. According to Gallup Polls on Jan. 

13, 2020, the top issues for voters in the upcoming 
election are the economy, education and healthcare. 
The following information is amassed from Politico, 
an American news organization based in Virginia that 
was last updated within this past month. 

For many voters, the economy is the most 
pressing situation to handle. Bernie Sanders, a Ver- 
mont senator, believes that taxes should be raised 
for the wealthy and lowered for the impoverished, 
but Joe Biden, the former vice president, disagrees. 
Although Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren 
shares many views with Sanders, Warren believes 
that affordable housing should be funded by taxing 
citizens, alarming many voters. Pete Buttigieg, the 
former mayor of South Bend, Indiana, wants to boost 
the economy in rural areas to solve the problem, 
attracting many rural voters. 

Education is also important to voters. Sand- 
ers and Warren have become famous for their belief 
that college education should be free by having the 
state pay for 33 percent of the cost and the federal 
government pay the remainder. However, Sanders is 
the only candidate who believes that all student debt 
should be canceled; this ideal draws in a lot of sup- 
port from voters. However, Biden believes that only 
the first two years of college should be free; Buttigieg 
believes that families should pay for as much as they 
can, and the government will pay the remainder. 


For many voters, the prospect of healthcare 
weighs heavily on their minds. Like his other social- 
ist ideals, Sanders believes in Medicare for All and 
wants to put an end to private insurance companies. 
Like many other issues, Warren agrees with Sanders. 
Biden and Buttigieg, however, believe that Medicare 
for All is implausible; instead, they want to expand 
coverage and lower the cost of medicine. 

Every Democratic candidate can agree that 
climate change is in desperate need of a solution, 
and the main way to prevent it is by changing the 
way energy is accumulated. For Biden and Buttigieg, 
the solution can be found in nuclear power plants 
since nuclear energy does not emit greenhouse gases. 
However, Sanders and Warren dislike nuclear power 
plants and want to tax the carbon emitted by people 
and businesses. 

After examining the values of several ma- 
jor candidates, it is also important to analyze which 
Democrat will be able to trump Trump in the upcom- 
ing election, and, so far, it looks as if Sanders is up 
to the task. In our ultra-polarized society, his extreme 
views appear to meet the public’s demands. In recent 
polls conducted by the New York Times and Fox 
News, Bernie Sanders is able to easily beat Trump by 
about six to seven points, whereas Buttigieg, Warren 
and Biden fall behind Trump. 

Although Sanders may not be able to capture 
Republican votes, his progressive promises are en- 
couraging others who are searching for a better life. 


_ 


Photo Courtesy of The New York Times 
The Democratic candidate frontrunners are from left 
to right: Joe Biden, Elizabeth Warren, Bernie Sanders 
and Pete Buttigieg. 


Northwest High School 
2710 N. North Rd. 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308.385.6394 
www.ginorthwest.org 


Epitor-IN-CHIEF 
Mackenzie Vogt 


STAFF 

Emily Krupicka 
Gabe Lorenzo 
Haili Luevano 
Hailie Melton 
Emelia Richling 
Trinity Sossong 


ADVISER 
Kirsten Gilliland 


The Viking Saga is the official student 
publication of Northwest High School in 
Grand Island, Nebraska. 

It is printed by the Grand Island 
Independent nine times (monthly) 
throughout the school year. The paper is 
a member of the Nebraska High Schoo! 
Press Association. 


Outside submissions, suggestions, or 
letters to the editor are welcome and 
encouraged. They may be brought to 
room 332, or emailed to Ms. Gilliland at 
kgilliland@ginorthwest.org. 

Any and all submissions must be signed 
to be considered for publication, and the 
editor reserves the right 

to edit or print any submissions. 


VikingMedia 


([ 
) 


The coronavirus: A quarantined truth 


By: Emily Krupicka 


Plastered over major media headlines and news sites, the coro- 
navirus has grasped the attention of global audiences. With numerous 
confirmed cases, it is evident that the virus is spreading faster than peo- 
ple can keep up. This, however, is only foreshadowing what is to come. 

The novel coronavirus that people are seeing today is fatal; 
however, the coronavirus itself is a large family of viruses associated 
with the common cold. The outbreak of the new coronavirus, however, 
is unprecedented and unfamiliar to scientists. 

Originating in Wuhan, China, the new strain of coronavirus 
has become a perilous symbol of a widespread epidemic. The virus 
allegedly emerged from an animal source but is now spreading through 
human-to-human transmission, as reported by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

The Chinese government has not just quarantined the infected 
but also the truth. Li Wenliang, the doctor who discovered the coronavi- 
rus, began warning people in December. However, police forced him to 
sign a document, promising not to disclose the information. 

“Tf the officials had disclosed information about the epidemic 
earlier, I think it would have been a lot better. There should be more 
openness and transparency,” Wenliang told The New York Times. 

Wenliang contracted the coronavirus after treating infected 


Why medical marijuana should be legal 


patients; soon after he acquired the virus, he died. An investigation has 
been launched to further investigate his death. 

With the Chinese government facing scrutiny and backlash 
from the public, skepticism has been raised as to why the government 
attempted to hide information; ever since, the topic has become a petri 
dish for conspiracies. Many theorists claim that the virus was lab-creat- 
ed as a biological warfare tactic. This claim, however, is not supported 
with evidence. 

“Based on the virus genome and properties, there is no indica- 
tion that it was an engineered virus,” said Richard Ebright, a professor 
of chemical biology, in an interview with the Washington Post. 

Additionally, on Friday, Feb. 2, a plane carrying 57 Americans 
landed in Omaha, Nebraska at the Eppley Airfield. These people are 
among hundreds of Americans that have been evacuated since the wake 
of the outbreak. Up until Feb. 20, evacuees were quarantined in the 
Camp Ashland military base where they could be monitored, according 
to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. 

As the virus progresses, the severity will only increase. With 
the death toll surpassing 1,000, it is evident that the truth can no longer 
be quarantined: instead, with new information being released, people 
should educate themselves on what is happening, before it’s too late. 


By: Trinity Sossong 


Marijuana is frowned upon by many, but 
most are unaware that marijuana can be a good 
thing if used correctly. For the following reasons, I 
believe medical marijuana should be legalized. 

In a study by Substance Abuse Treatment, 
Prevention, and Policy, 46 percent of America has 
already admitted to using marijuana on a daily 
basis. In the study, more than 40 percent of users 
admitted that they use marijuana to treat mental 
illness. They stated that marijuana helps more than prescribed drugs, 
counseling and other coping skills in a shorter amount of time. 

Marijuana is not addictive like cigarettes and prescription drugs 
are. According to US Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders, THC, the psy- 
choactive substance in marijuana responsible for the characteristic high, 
is “not even addictive.” Although the user can build up a “tolerance” to 
the drug, they do not become addicted. 

Marijuana is safer than already legalized drugs. It is impossible 
to overdose on marijuana, unlike alcohol and prescription drugs. There 
has never been a death due to overdosage. Along with this, marijuana 


can be a much safer alternative to strength prescription medicine. 

Marijuana does not cause violence. “Nobody can say that mari- 
juana causes violence,” Elders says. “You aren't as likely to hurt someone 
from using marijuana as you are alcohol.” 

Marijuana is not a “gateway drug.” Marijuana does help with 
depression and other mental illnesses, but according to a University of 
Pittsburgh study, marijuana is not likely to eventually lead to substance 
abuse and/or lead to using much stronger drugs. 

Smoking marijuana helps your lungs. It doesn’t destroy them. 

In a 20-year study by the American Medical Association, they found 
that marijuana use (up to smoking a joint a day for seven years) actually 
helped increase airflow. 

Marijana kills growing cancer cells. Scientists reported that THC 
and other cannabinoids, such as CBD, slow growth and/or kill growing 
cancer cells in science lab dishes. 

In a 2017 study of California and Colorado, residents found that 
marijuana users are financially successful and satisfied with their lives. 

Thousands of doctors believe marijuana should be medically 
legalized and studied to learn more about how it affects the body. 
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Chocolate hearts shouldn't be more 
important than real ones 


By: Haili Luevano 


Valentine’s Day has become polluted. Once 
it stood as a celebration for the endless love dis- 
played between partners, but it has since mani- 
fested into a replacement for those genuine emo- 
tions. The idea that society needs a specific date 
set aside to dedicate their attention and affection 
_ towards their significant other is simply inexcuse- 
able. 


Love is an everyday thing. The idea of 
reserving that love for a single day isn’t healthy for any relationship. In 
fact, a much better tactic would be to use Valentine’s Day to highlight 
the best parts of your relationship. Watch movies that you both like, play 
your favorite game together or simply eat out at your go-to restaurant 
together. 

Avoid thinking about the needless expectations that come with 
Valentine’s Day. Lavishing your significant other with massive teddy 
bears and chocolates shoved inside a heart-shaped box isn’t the way to 
go. The chocolates that don’t get eaten will simply be tossed in a trash 
can, and that stuffed animal will be diligently placed next to all the oth- 
ers and eventually forgotten. 

Valentine’s Day has evolved into a day of competition, from 
“How will I show my affection?” to “How will I top last year’s gift?” 
This constant game of trying to one-up yourself will only result in an 
endless cycle of frustration. 

This also introduces a conflict with Christmas. Time and money 
spent trying to find the perfect Christmas gift backfires when you find 
yourself without a gift (or penny) to give your partner when February 


Hmm... I wonder what she 
wants this year? 


rolls around. 

Personally, I don’t believe the tradition of gift-giving is the prob- 
lem. The root of it all stems from the intrusion of the simple belief that 
you have to do something special on Feb. 14. Once again, it all circles 
back to the expectation of some grand gesture on this date. 

Appreciating your partner and showing gratitude towards them 
is something that should take place across the entire year. Maybe the ex- 
travagant dinners and expensive gifts act as a smokescreen for the shaky 
foundation of an already unstable relationship. Maybe overdoing things 
on Valentine’s Day only works to highlight the lack of affirmation both 
given and received on a daily basis. 

While that might just sound like the plot line to every Valentine’s 
Day movie ever, it’s a real thing for some relationships and is just anoth- 
er way to create a rift between you and your partner. It can be especially 
awkward for those who are entering a new relationship, or even their 
first one. 

Buried beneath all this chaos is the long-forgotten question of 
“What about me?” Spending copious amounts of time worrying over 
what to do for your partner leaves hardly any time for yourself. While 
Valentine’s Day might focus on celebrating the ones you love, it’s okay 
to indulge in some self-appreciation as well. 

Focusing on maintaining a healthy relationship should be the 
most important thing. If that involves some gift-giving and lavish- 
ing your partner with attention once in a while then that’s fine, but it 
shouldn’t be reserved for a single day. A long-term relationship means a 
long-term display of love and devotion, so ignore society’s expectations 
and simply enjoy the day together. 


Flowers, teddy bears, 
chocolates... 


Ugh, it's always the 
same thing every year. 


This looks interesting. 
Now I know exactly 


what to get her! 


Haili Luevano 


A not-so-romantic 
history 


By: Emily Krupicka 

Covered up with Hallmark greeting cards, boxes of 
chocolate and candied hearts, Valentine's Day is portrayed as 
a day to express gratitude and endearment: lovers exchange 
overpriced gifts, friends spend time basking in each other's 
company and corporations capitalize on the purchase of 
assorted chocolates. However, although Valentine’s Day is very 
commercialized now, the origins of the holiday root much deeper 
than what meets the eye. 

Valentine's Day is most likely derived from an ancient 
Roman festival, Lupercalia. However, compared to current 
holiday traditions, Lupercalia was more ominous and muddled. 
On Feb. 15, Lupercalia began, and a pagan ritual oversaw the 
sacrifice of animals to the goddess Juno. 

According to an NPR article, during this time, women 
paraded nakedly around a room while being beaten with strips 
of animal hide, believing that it was a rite to fertility. After this, a 
match-making lottery would occur; men would draw the names 
of young women from a jar and be coupled with them for the 
remainder of the night. The match-making tradition is the reason 
historians believe that the two celebrations are interlaced. 

Saint Valentine, a priest widely recognized by the 
Roman Catholic Church, also contributed greatly to the holiday 
traditions, as reported by the New York Times. 

Valentine was martyred for helping soldiers wed, which, 
at the time, was illegal; his execution was set for Feb. 14, and, 
for the time being, he sat in jail. While in prison, Valentine fell 
in love with the jailer’s daughter. Before he was killed, the saint 
professed his love to the young girl and signed the letter “From 
your Valentine,” reported Smithsonian Magazine. 

Many historians believe that the Catholic Church 
fabricated the story to overrule the holiday of Lupercalia and 
shift attention toward the Catholic Church, which led to a greater 
popularity of Catholicism during this time. 

Despite this, both occurrences contributed to the current 
holiday, Valentine’s Day. Although, the traditions in the past 
were more intense than modern-day ideals. In today’s society, 
Hallmark greeting cards and bags of pink and red candy have 
overruled the peculiar rituals of the past. 

The holiday, although different from what it used to be, 
is widely celebrated. Whether one celebrates with penning love 
letters to their significant other or sending dozens of roses to a 
best friend, the idea of love and appreciation is all the same. 


What is your opinion of the Valentine's Day holiday in general? 


Other 


fm just in it for the day after discount candy 


It's a cute holiday! 


It's just a man-made holiday in a capitalist country 


Heartfelt answers 


By: Mackenzie Vogt 


On Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 12:21 p.m., a Valentine’s Day poll was sent 
out to Northwest students. It asked a variety of questions from opinions of 
the holiday to various plans one could have. There were 127 responses within 
a week. The poll stopped accepting responses on Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 10 
a.m. 

Some highlights in response to “What do you think of the Valentine’s 
Day holiday in general?” are “It’s just a holiday where lonely people feel even 
lonelier” and “T literally hate it.” Other notable mentions in response to hav- 
ing plans for Valentine’s Day are “Vibe to sad music while eating chocolate” 
and “To carry on my life as if it were any other day.” 

While some responses made it clear of their distaste, others wanted to 
say it isn’t just a holiday for couples. “It should be about spending time with 
others, and not so heavy on the ‘Love’ aspect of it.” There were also the rare 
few that actually enjoy the holiday, but most were in the middle. “T think it’s 
incredibly cheesy, but it’s fun to be cheesy sometimes.” 
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‘One of the welcoming signs used on this night to help escort eighth grad- 
‘ers and their families to the correct location. 
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YL NATIONAL HONOR 
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Photo Courtesy of Jarren Wiaschin 
The High SchoolActvtes Director Secretary Ann Beckmann (bottom right) and Na- 
tale Nilsen, the High SchoolSpecial Education Secretary (Beckman's right), assist 
‘students and their parents checking in for the night. 


Photo Courtesy of Gera Baltasar-Salinas 


Incoming freshmen that choose the self-guided tour. 


A Viking welcome 


A day that will be remembered by incoming 
freshmen took place this past month. Jeanette Ramsey, the 
director of teaching and learning for the Northwest school 
district, explains how all of Northwest comes together to put 
this on 

“There's alot of different people who help out 
and of course the administrators,” Ramsey said. “That's why it 
‘works so well.” 

Marty Moser, the Freshman Academy 
administrator, also comments on how much the school 
appreciates the work that various staff members do. 

‘The janitorial staffs involved from 
getting everything ready all over the place,” Moser 
said. “Mrs. Ramsey is a huge part of getting things 
organized. Barb Huls {the business office secretary) 
puts so much information out to the public and the 
schools, making sure that people are notified about the 
night. The kitchen staff makes cookies and Kool- 


This event has been going on for as long 
as 25 years. The main purpose of this event is to inform 
Potential Vikings and their families about what Northwest 
offers. This event has evolved throughout the years, and Moser 
mentions that even in is five years of being here how the 


looked a litte different my first year here,” 
Moser sid. “There was aot more lit and glamor an all 


By: Mackenzie Vogt 


kinds of bells and whistles. Now it’s stil a really good night, 
butit’s very informative and makes sure parents are feeling 
00d about the decision, 

Ramsey also alluded to that change, mentioning 
how many students who attend this event actualy attend 
Northwest High School 

“Twould say almost about 90 percent [of eighth 


done by the secretarial staff. Up until 7 p.m., tours were being 
given by the student council members, or if they wished, they 
were allowed to wander and explore the school. Then at 7 
pm., everyone congregated in the auditorium where a few 
‘announcements were made by the administrators, This was 
followed by Northwest's traditional video that was shown to 
highlight all of Northwest's activities of the current year. This 
year's video was done by Seniors Nate Dupler and 
Jamren Wlaschin 
= ‘After that was done, at 7:15 p.m. 
parents were encouraged to stay in the auditorium 
and go over more information. The eighth graders 
then went on the annual goose chase that the 
student council members helped to put on. The 
goose chase is basically a scavenger hunt, and the 
clues and anwsers are Northwest-related. 
‘The night then concluded with 


multiple booths set up in the new gym to encourage 


involvement in Northwest activities. 
Mose also waned to highligh the 


Photo courtesy of Gera Baltasar-SalinaS — cyrent students at Northwest who helped to pull off 


Mr. Ryan Rathke, a math teacher, assists an incoming Viking family. sucha successful night 


sraders actualy attend Northwest after attending this event)” 
Ramsey said, “I think by this time most students have already 
decided where they're going. Mainly they come just to 
get more information about registration and activities and 
programs.” 

The night started at 6 p.m. with registration 


© 
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“All the kids in our school help pull this off” 
Moser said, “We got you guys giving tours, [and] student 
council helping with the goose chase, We have a tremendous 
amount of students here that helped out. It really takes 
everybody to pull it off” 
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Jazz band members play welcoming tunes while waiting for everyone to congre- 
gate in the auditorium. 


Photo Courtesy of Nate Dupler 


Heather Callihan, the technology intregrationist, prepares the iPads with clues 
for the goose chase, 


Photo Courtesy of Jarren Wiaschin 


The eighth graders have a clue from the goose chase that led them to Mr. Dylan 
Nicol (far right), a social studies teacher at Northwest. 


Potential freshmen and their families explore different extracurriculars that 
Northwest offers. This was the conclusion to the night. 
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The Viking trainees 


By: Mackenzie Vogt 


A program that Northwest offers, but some may be unaware 
of, is the student trainers. The current athletic trainer that we have 
here at Northwest, Mike Peterson, helps to oversee this opportunity. 
The program was started by Dodd Cox, the first athletic trainer for 
Northwest. Then later on continued by Alison Beckstrom, the trainer 
before Peterson who then piggybacked off their efforts transforming it 
into the current program. 

“Typically, we range from between 10-12 students each season,” 
Peterson said. “Fall is always our busiest time because of football. 
That’s where you are gonna see the highest likelihood of injuries.” 

The duties of the student trainers are to learn how to assist 
Peterson and assess injuries. The different tasks that they do range from 
taping ankles and wrists to helping prepare for practices. 

“They help cover games, they travel to lower-level activities 
like freshman football and really just kind of help me out and make my 
job easier,” Peterson said. 

Touching base on how it’s a mutually beneficial program is 
Mike Sorensen, the Activities Director. 

“Tt’s nice having an athletic trainer on staff,’ Sorenson said. “It’s 
really great, not only what Mike brings to Northwest, but a lot of those 
kids have decided that that’s what they want to get into. It’s a good 
program, and we get extra help.” 

A variety of students join for multiple reasons, wanting to 
explore it as a future career or for something to do in the off-season. 
Senior Gentry Fisher explains why she personally decided to join. 


orth We 
ports Pg 


Photo Courtesy of Mackenzie Vogt 
Junior, Alexis J. Trejo (on right), wraps Senior Giacomo Sarra (on left) ankle. 


“Well I’m interested in joining the nursing program, and 

I wasn’t doing anything in the winter anymore so I just thought it would 
be a good fit.” 

Whatever the reason, Peterson explains his gratitude and respect 
for the students that join this program 

“T really appreciate all the students and their commitment,” 
Peterson said. “They are doing this because they want to; they don’t 
get anything out of it. They don’t get service hours, [and] they don’t get 
paid. They are truly just coming in here because they want to be here.” 

If this program is of interest to anyone at Northwest stop by the 
training room and speak with Peterson. Another way to get a hold of 
him is through his Northwest email at mpeterson@ginorthwest.org. 


Getting to know: William Alberts 


By: Gabriel Lorenzo 


HOW LONG HAVE YOU SUBBED HERE FOR? 
“This is my ninth year. That’s how long I have been retired." 
WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO NORTHWEST? 


“It’s close to where I live, and I knew some of the teachers here. The school has a good reputation, and I 


was looking to sub." 
DO YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH TEACHING? 


“Yes, I was a teacher for 40 years. I taught at Doniphan-Trumbull. I was a math teacher [there].” 


ARE YOU INVOLVED IN ANYTHING OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL? 


“[I am involved with] church. I still do some coaching. I was a coach down [at Doniphan-Trumbull]. I’ve 
coached at Heartland Lutheran with track and cross country. Last year, I coached track in middle school at 


Trinity Lutheran School." 
WHAT IS AN INTERESTING FACT ABOUT YOU? 


"Tm a fan of Peanuts with some of the characters [Charlie Brown, Snoopy]. During Christmas, I have a 


whole Christmas tree decorated with Peanuts stuff." 


Photo Courtesy of William Alberts 


Island Oasis is hiring lifeguards for the upcoming 2020 
season. They offer FREE lifeguard training to those 
who are not yet certified! 


stand Oasis 
Wier Lace 


Visit www.grand-island.com/lifeguard for more information. 


321 E. Fonner Park Rd. Grand Island, NE 68801 
(308) 385-5381 
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Dance takes first at state 


By: Hailie Melton 


SPORTS 


The Vikettes competed in state dance on Friday the 21st at the 
Heartland Events Center. 

“State dance is when dance teams around Nebraska come to 
he Events Center and show each other what they have been working 
owards all year."said Dance coach Abigail Miller. "This year we did 
wo routines. The first was a hip hop dance, and it was choreographed 
by Eric Paul. He lives in LA, but came to Nebraska for us! The next 

as a jazz piece, and it was choreographed by Megan Wardyn. She is 
originally from Grand Island and is now on the dance team at UNL, 
e girls practice before school three mornings a we ek,and have at 
least a 2-hour practice on most weekends. They put in anywhere from 
ve to seven hours up a week working on these two dances.” 
Senior Lexi Long says that even though they won first in hip-hop, 
here were many great teams for each division and that all the girls are 
proud of there hard work paying off and to be able to bring home first 
place, which is a first for the vikettes. 
The coach also said that she hopes that if any girl or 
boy is thinking about joining the dance team goes for it. If they love 
o dance, it is a healthy way to live your passion and cheer on your 
school. She hopes that everyone who tries out knows that this team 
eans a lot, and she will do anything to make it even better than the 
day before, along with doing her best to make each member a better 
person each and every day. 
“T would like to tell my team that I am very proud of 
hem. This year has been full of ups and downs, but we got through 
all of it. I couldn't be more proud of where we landed. State dance is 
a time to show Nebraska that the Vikings Dance Team is not messing 
around and are there to win!! I can truly say that it makes my heart 
happy how much this team has grown not only in the technical skills 
lof dance, but as people in the community. I love you all!” 

This year for state cheer the viking cheerleaders competed in 
he game day category in class b, and then competed in class A for 
he performance routine. junior Lauren Morrow said“We had a cho- 

reographer from I think Texas, we've been practicing in 
he evening’s and some Friday night practices after basketball is 
over." 
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Want To Be A Lifeguard? 


The City of Grand Island is accepting applications for summer lifeguards! 


e All new lifeguards start at $10.00 per hour! 


© 
e New lifeguards must take a lifeguard class. Gl Parks & Recreation will 
Y provide a free training to all that need to become certified. For class 


information, contact Parks & Rec office at (308) 385-5444 ext. 290. 


SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 


MACKENZIE VOGT 


What class was your favorite? 
“Either Art or APUSH (Advanced Placement United 
States History).” 

What are your plans for next year? 

“lam going to college at lowa State, and | plan to 
study English with an emphasis in Creative and 
Technical Writing.” 

What have you learned from high school? 


for what | believe.” 
What is your favorite part about being a senior? 
“| get to leave for lunch.” 
What is a fun fact about yourself? 
“My car’s name is Belinda.” 


Photo Courtesy of Mackenzie Vogt 


e The Northwest school board voted 
to close Chapman Elementary School 
on Feb. 10, due to its $20,000 per 
student cost, which is almost double 
that of any other Northwest school. The 
lack of growth in student enrollment is 
also a factor. The school will be closing 
down following the conclusion of the 
2020 school year. 

e Grand Island city council members 
voted on Tuesday, Feb.11 to create 

a roundabout for the Five Points 
intersection, widen the roadway 

and improve traffic signals on the 
intersection of North and Webb Road. 
Renovations will also be applied to four 
other roads. 


“| have learned how to better myself 
You should be good towards other people, so those 
“| have learned how to become a leader and stick up | people are good towards others and continue to pass | What is your 


By: Emelia Richling 


ASHLEY SCOTT 


What class was your favorite? 
“| think Advanced American Literature.” 
What are your plans for next year? 
“| am not really sure yet. It depends on if | get 
accepted into certain colleges.” 
What have you learned from Hele school? 


iton.” 


What is your favorite part about being a senior? 


“| have a million off pees: | love off periods.” 
What is a fun fact about yourself? 


“| have moved 15 times.” 
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In the news... 


By: Haili Luevano 


e White supremacists have increased 
their efforts in the past year. The Anti- 
Defamation League, an international 
non-government organization based 
in the U.S., recorded 2,713 incidents of 
racist and anti-LGBTO propoganda as 
of the end of 2019, double that of the 
1,214 cases recorded in 2018. 

e The American Federation of 
Teachers and National Education 
Association joined with the group 
Everytown for Gun Safety Support 
Fund to advocate the termination of 
active shooter drills on Tuesday, Feb. 

11. They argue that it’s psychologically 
distressing and recommend gun safety 
education instead. 


or the majority. 


VANESSA RAMIREZ 


What class was your favorite? 
“Currently, it is Advanced Chemistry.” 
What are your plans for next year? 


“| plan to go toa ou ee! college. My first choices 


are probably Creighton or another one abroad.” 
What have you learned from high school? 


“| have learned how to have my own opinion and 


Persea on thin 


“You get a lot more freedom, especially when 
choosing classes because there are fewer required 
Classes.” 


a 
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e The coronavirus set a new record 
for the most deaths in a single day on 
Feb. 11, when 103 Chinese citizens 
passed away. The previous record had 
been 97, set just the day before. Out 
of the 79,718 confirmed cases, 2,373 
have originated from other countries. 
The U.S. recorded its 35th case as of 
Monday, Feb. 24. 

¢ On Tuesday, Feb. 11, Filipino 
President Rodrigo Duterte renounced 
the terms of the Visiting Forces 
Agreement, which allows U.S. troops 
to train and take part in joint exercises 
within their borders. A notice of 180 
days will follow until the agreement 
completely dissolves. 


fe? 
avorite part BBOuL being a senior? 


SMD UOads 


WOWS SNDIA 


LL 2D 


(308) 390-5828 fdrconstructionllc.com 


Commercial & Residential 


Building Trust with Quality Work. 
“We help get the job done!” 


} FDR Construction LLC 


PAGE 12 


